
 
AN OPEN LETTER TO THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION 
 
At a time when research shows that early literacy is the number one determinant of future 
success for a child, it is surprising that the government is closing down school libraries, leaving 
schools to struggle to raise money for books. 
 
We know that a one per cent increase in literacy adds $18.4 billion to the Canadian 
economy,1 so why does the government continue to view books as a cost, rather than an 
investment?  
 
I believe passionately in a world where our children have access to books, and where schools 
have adequate resources to encourage and stimulate a love of reading among their students. 
 
Despite Canada being a wealthy G8 nation, the provincial government is not allocating enough 
resources to fund school libraries and foster a love of reading in young students.   
 
School book budgets have plummeted over the past two decades: the amount spent on books 
for one child in the 1970s must stretch to cover nine children today,2 with some schools 
receiving less than $2.00 per child for books.3 Considering literacy is the most important 
investment we can make in a child’s future, this figure is shocking. 
 
We need to address this issue before it’s too late.  There are serious long-term social and 
economic consequences for ignoring the crisis.   
 
As Minister of Education in this province, you are in a position to positively affect the lives of so 
many children, and help provide the support they need to develop a lifelong love of reading, 
leading to their future success.  
 
I implore you to allocate a bigger budget to schools in this province.  Additional funding 
can make the difference between empty shelves and a thriving culture of literacy. 
 
See for yourself the miraculous transformation that adequate funding can make to a high-needs 
school.  “Writing on the Wall,” a short documentary commissioned by the Indigo Love of Reading 
Foundation, shows first-hand how grave the situation is in our schools, and how profoundly it 
affects the lives of our youngest Canadians.  
 
Please take the time to watch it at www.loveofreading.org and fund literacy and learning at levels 
that contribute to the growth of our children and our country. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                                                 
1 Statistics Canada study, June 22, 2004 
2 Dr. Ken Haycock, “The Crisis in Canada’s School Libraries.” In 1970, many Canadian school districts budgeted 
to buy three books per child.  Today, the average budget covers one-third of a book per child. 
3 In 2007, Ogden School in Thunder Bay, ON, was allocated only $1.27 per child per year for new books by the 
provincial government. 
 



 
 
MINISTERS OF EDUCATION CONTACT INFORMATION  
BY PROVINCE 
 
ALBERTA 
 
Hon.Ron Liepert  
Minister of Education  
education.minister@gov.ab.ca  
Phone: 780-427-5010  
Fax: 780-427-5018  
Executive Branch, 323 Legislature 
Building 
10800 - 97 Avenue  
Edmonton, AB T5K 2B6 
 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 
 
Hon.Shirley Bond  
Minister of Education  
minister.educ@gov.bc.ca  
Phone: 250-387-1977  
Fax: 250-387-3200  
PO Box 9045 STN PROV GOVT  
Victoria, BC V8W 9E2 
 
MANITOBA 
 
Hon. Peter Bjornson  
Minister of Education  
minedu@leg.gov.mb.ca  
Phone: 204-945-3720  
Fax: 204-945-1291  
168 Legislative Building 
450 Broadway  
Winnipeg, MB R3C 0V8 
 
NEW BRUNSWICK 
 
Hon. Kelly Lamrock  
Minister of Education  
kelly.lamrock@gnb.ca  
Phone: 506-453-2523  
Fax: 506-457-4960  
Place 2000, PO Box 6000  
Fredericton, NB E3B 5H1 
 
 

NEWFOUNDLAND 
 
Hon. Joan Burke  
Minister of Education 
c/o Tanya Hawco 
tanyahawco@gov.nl.ca  
Phone: 709-729-3028  
Fax: 709-729-0414  
Department of Education  
PO Box  8700   
St. John's, NL A1B 4J6 
 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
 
Hon. Charles Dent 
Minister of Education, Culture and 
Employment   
charles_dent@gov.nt.ca  
Phone: 867-669-2366  
Fax: 867-873-0169  
PO Box 1320   
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2L9 
 
NOVA SCOTIA 
 
Hon. Karen Casey  
Minister of Education  
educmin@gov.ns.ca  
Phone: 902-424-5635  
Fax: 902-424-0680  
PO Box 578  
Halifax, NS B3J 2S9 
 
NUNAVUT 
 
Hon. Ed Picco 
Minister of Education  
epicco@gov.nu.ca  
Phone: 867-975-5600  
Fax: 867-975-5605  
PO Box 2410   
Iqaluit, NU X0A 0H0 
 



ONTARIO 
 
Hon. Kathleen Wynne  
Minister or Education  
minister@edu.gov.on.ca  
Phone: 416-325-2600  
Fax: 416-325-6348  
Mowat Block, 900 Bay Street  
Toronto, ON M7A 1L2 
 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 
 
Hon. Gerard Greenan  
Minister of Education  
glgreenan@edu.pe.ca  
Phone: 902-368-4610  
Fax: 902-368-4699  
Second Floor, Sullivan Building 
16 Fitzroy Street, P.O. Box 2000  
Charlottetown, PE C1A 7N8 
 
QUEBEC 
 
Mme. Michelle Courchesne 
Ministre de l'Education, du Loisir et 
du Sport 
info@michellecourchesne.com 
Phone: 418-643-7095  
Fax: 418-646-6561  
1035 rue De La Chevrotiere, 28e 
etage  
Quebec, QC G1R 5A5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SASKATCHEWAN 
 
Hon. Deb Higgins 
Minister Responsible for Literacy 
minister.lrm@gov.sk.ca 
Phone: (306) 787-7360 
Room 334, Legislative Building 2405 
Legislative Drive 
Regina, SK S4S 0B3 
 
YUKON 
 
Hon. Patrick Rouble 
Minister of Education  
patrick.rouble@gov.yk.ca  
Phone: 867-667-8661  
Fax: 867-393-7400  
Yukon Legislative Assembly 
Box 2703  
Whitehorse, YK Y1A 2C6 
 


